in 


—— 


17 


Ar St Mary s on Sunday in the Aﬀtarioot, 


By Ros PEARSE, M.A. Vice-Principal of St Ed-| 
mund Hall, Rector of Scotter in Lincoln-ſhire,| 


Return thou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, end I will 


The Folly of Complaints in a Corrupt Nation: 
The Methods proper to remove them, and to 
Procure Proſperity and — 


— 


SERMON 


PREACHD before the 


UNIVERSITY 
0 170 A D, 


Novemb. 5. 1721. 


and Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Lechmere. 


not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you : acknowledge thine 


Iniquity that thou haſt tranſgreſsd, and ſeatter'd thy 
ways. Jer. III. 12. 


Or MEAT E q F Kearar ur abun SS Veyron, a l- 
auapnay tue ma Uο, vom ,s, ke mLVTH Th 
See eiomaye Bt anoguy , 6 F avidpoy Fours vmTtp- 


— de Conf. & Pænit. ” 
"DLL ORkD 


Printed at the THEATER for Rich. Clements: and 


£209 70 TCabpud Ev A⁴ Ni, T9 drake) & weravord, | | 


75 Sold by Ja. Knapton Bookleller in London, 1721. 


. 
OS 1 * 
* Ss * » " * | 
Cc . 
* - WV v N 
- = 
* 
N * 
& 
5 « » ” pu » / 
- % ; * p 
, ; $ 
- % 
2 „ . : F 4 
. 
4 of * 
\ 
* — 
* 
. 
— 
— 
of 
- 
5 
Fa 1 
N 5 


LES 


Imprimatur 
ROB. SHIPPEN 


5 Vice-Can. Oxox. 


T 0 | 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE | 


wee LORD. 
LECHMERE, 


BARON EVESHAM 


* 
. — ww 0g 
>< — 
: - — * 
— 2 


* - , —— + 


wenn 8 
8 CE 


— ” — 9 


* 
— — "ox ne cn 7 ——— 
1 < 4 "as _ 


On 
3 
— 


1 
0 

, 
1 
* 22 
** 

1 
14 


My Lord, 
VN attentive Auditory, the doing a World 
XN of Good, and the Requeſt of Friends, 
are Reaſons ſo flat, common, and every 
7 day given for the publiſhing Occaſional 
Diſcourſes, that I think it improper to offer them 
to a Perſon of Your Lordſhips Judgment. My 
Deyn 45 to pay Wafer, to the greateſt Man of his 
Profeſſion, and of the Age, and to acknowledge my 
Real for Your Lordſhip's Name to the World, 
That Worthy Prelate, who without any ap- 
plication, has lately conferr d a Favour on me; and 
my Great Friend the Attorney of the Dutchy 
For whom I d even dare to dye; will both with plea- 
ure behold me thus venturing the publick Cenſure, 
and making the Choice rather to be wanting in 
CT a2 Prudence 
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Prudence to my ſelf, by a publication of thu Diſ- 
courſe, than in Gratitude and Reſpect to One, 
whoſe Excellencies, Fame, and noble Qualifica- 


tions, can receive no Addition. Thu 1 confeſſed 


even by Your Lordſhip's Enemies, (For there ne- 
ver was from the Creation, a Perſon of Your Ge- 
nius and Capacity without ſuch) That whenever 
there was any dark, intricate Buſmeſs, which re- 
quired Sagacity and Labour to clear it up, Your 
Abilities were immediately thought on, to diſtin- 
guiſh Fuſt and Unjuſt, and to ſet all right. 

May Others have the empty Applauſe of a 
Scheme, of a Project, of the Suppreſſion of little 
Villanies zn order to ſupport the Grand Cheat, 
and of being the Authors of Confuſion, Ruin, 
and Complaints. May it ever be Your Glory 
and Praiſe, as it has been Your conſtant Practice, 
That by a ſteady, unſhaken Zeal and Loyalty, 
by a thorough Knowledge of our Conſtitution and 
| Laws, by ſolid Arguments, and an irreſiſtible Elo- 
quence, You have promoted the Safety, Honour, 
and Mellfare of your King and Country. I am, 
with all poſſible ſubmiſſion, x | 


My Lord, ; 

Your Lordſhip's moſt humble, 

; and obedient Servant, 96 
and Chaplain, 


RokBERT PEARSE. 


LAM. III. 39. 40. 


Wherefore doth a living man Yor ame, a man for 


the puniſhment of hu ſins ? 


Let us ſearch and try our ways, and turn again 
unto the Sore: 


. ſtead of 9 and 8 
give pleaſure to others, and pro- 
cure contempt. Though a worldly 
wiſe man digeſts alike favours and diſgrace 
till a convenient time; yet it ſeems natu- 
ral for ſuch as are under any afflict ion, to 
eaſe themſelves by complaints; and to en- 
deayour after ſome comfort, by giving vent, 
by breathing out the ſorrows of a wounded 
Spirit, The pathetical exclamations of the 
| beſt and wiſeſt of men, as David and Fob, 
when the arrows of the Almighty ſtuck faſt 
in them, ſtand on record. To deny this 
ſatisfaction, would be to refine upon Stoi- 
ciſm, make nature inſenſible of the general 
laws and order tis tyed to, twould be to 
diſpute the goodneſs of pleaſure, to re- 
nounce and contradict that for which all 
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the hazards and difficulties of life are under- 


gone, and diſcover a temper harder than the 
__ marble of mount Sinai. The Prophet could 
not look on the miſeries of his country, 
the torrent of corruptions and debaucheries, 
the falſe prophets, prieſts, princes, and peo- 
ple incouraging theſe impieties; how upon 
the death of Joſſah to the captivity the ways 
of Sion mourned, her adverſaries were chief, 
and all her beauty departed : the Prophet 
could not behold how that City which was 
the glory of all cities, was under the frowns 
of heaven, was led captive, was become 
a hiſſing, a by-word, a reproach among the 
Heathen: the Prophet could not behold 
how that Nation which was ſo wealthy, ſo 
populous, and under the peculiar Provi- 
dence of heaven, was become ſolitary, bank- 
rupt, forſaken, without the greateſt pity and 
wonder; How is ſhe become a widow, ſhe 
that was great among the nations, a Prin- 
ceſs among the provinces, how is ſhe become 
tributary ! 

Theſe were n conſidering 
the circumſtances of the then people of God. 
But will lamentations, and mourning, and 
woe remove misfortunes? will womaniſn 
cries, and childiſh complaints fright cala- 
mity and diftreſs, and place them at a di- 
ſtance from the afflicted? There are other 
manly, there are rational, there are reli- 
gious methods to be perſu d, and means pro- 
per to be made uſe of, to which as to our 

greateſt 


the Univer/ity of Oxford: 2 


greateſt duty as well as intereſt the Prophet 
directs, Mankind ſhould conſider puniſh- 


ments as the effect and conſequence of Sin, 
what -might have been avoided, and not 
only as an evil: they ſhould be view'd and 
conſider d in a different, a much better, 


a more advantagious light, as divine cha- 


ſtiſements, as corre&ions deſcending from 
above from the Father of lights, from the 
healing hand of the Almighty ; in order to 
awake men into a ſenſe of their condition, 
to lead to repentance and newneſs of life, 
to make them turn their feet to his teſti- 
monies, and delay not the time to keep his 
commandments. In ſhort, by theſe irre- 
ſiſtible ways and inſtruments, the Almighty, 
who never afflicts willingly or grieves 
the children of men, is pleaſed to remind 
the wicked to forſake his way, and the un- 


righteous man his thoughts, and to turn to 


the Lord who will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God who will abundantly par- 
don. Wherefore then dotiza living man complain, 
a man for the punishment of hu Sins? Let him 
ſearch and try his ways and turn again unto the 
Lord, 

Many and very different Explications are 
given by ſome, of the former part of theſe 
words. Our Tranſlation has added the word 
punithment which the Original has not, nor 
yet any of the ancient Verſions: Nον . 
ee, rig auapmas, the Septuagint hath it: 
| Quid tædio ſe conficit homo vivens ſuper peccato 
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ſuo, peccatis inſiſtens > ſcrutetur difta, falta, 
cogitata, (lays a learned Critick:) Why does 
a living man, one who has ſoul and life, and 


opportunity, and means to throw off the 


burden of his ſin, to extricate himſelf from 
folly, miſfortunes and trouble, why does he 


not act like a man, and ſtir, and move, and 


imploy the Reaſon, Powers, and Faculties 
given him, to ſet all right and make himſelf 
ealy ?* why does he inlarge the ſcenes of 


miſery by a fever of imagination and fancy, 


and not forſ-king the things behind, preſs 
forward towards the prize of Happineſs and 
Eternity ſet before him, and with a juſt ſenſe 
of the majeſty of God, the dignity of his 
own nature, the neceſſity of his duty, turn 
again unto the Lord? According to this Ex- 
— in my following diſcourſe I ſhall 
10 


Firſt, That a man has no foundation, no 


reaſon to complain of fin or puniſhment, 


Why doth a living man complain? a man 
for his (fins? 


Secondly, 1 ſhall mforce the advice of the 


Prophet, as more acceptable to God, more 


becoming man; which is to break off from 


fin by a reformation: and amendment, Let - 


us ſearch and try our ways, and turn r 
unto the Lord. , 


Firſt, A man has no Wand len or rea- 


_ ſon to complain, in any acceptation of the 


* 


N Vide Grot. cioſque in locum Criticos. 


y—_— 


words, 


Ide Univerſity of Oxnford 5 
words, of fin or puniſhment. He ſhould not 
complain, becauſe he's a man: he ſhould 
not complain, becauſe hes a living man: he 
ſhould not complain, becauſe 'tis the puniſh- 
ment of his ſin. uh DR. 
Nothing is more unbecoming than exceſ- 
five complaints, and laying out more coſt 
in grief than a misfortune is worth, with- 
out a juſt ſtriving for freedom from the 
pain, affliction, and anguiſh, Nothing ſets 
more odly on human nature, which is ever 
graſping at perfection, and endeavouring 
to give it ſelf all the ſatisfactions within 
thought and power. There's no end pro- 
poſed, no delights of ſenſe or underſtand- 
ing in view, and the thing is abſurd, fooliſh, 
and unreaſonable. It 3 the greateſt 
abſence of thought, ever implies deſpair, 
and weakneſs, and want of ballaſt, as if the 
evil was paſt all cure and remedy, that na- 
ture muſt ſink under it, and that the Su- 
preme Being was unmindful of our condi- 
tion, had forgotten 20 be gracious, and 
would forever ſhut up his loving kindneſs 
in diſpleaſure, Whereas there's no ſtate of 
life, no trying circumſtances ſo gloomy, no 
infirmities, pain, or torture ſo great, not 
even in the laſt ſhocking ſcene, when death 
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ſets it terrors in array, and we are paſ- 9 
ſing from nature to Eternity; but the ſpi- [ 
rit of a man will ſuſtain him, and rife ſu- 9 


perior to them; and if he's not dead in fin, 
and the perſon has not fold himſelf to work 
. wicked- 
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wickedneſs, he may expect the kind aſ- 


a 


ſiſtance of the firſt Cauſe, and of holy gar- 
dian Spirits. es 


This behaviour one of the moſt ſtrict and 


wiſe Sects of Philoſophers * thought to be 
of the number of thoſe things which were 


in our own power; and Chriſtianity has ful- 
fill d the precept, by carrying it back to the 
firſt motions, and ſpring of our actions; and 
pronouncing ſuch a weakneſs and indiſpo- 
ſition of mind to be criminal. Let patience 
have her perfect work, and then the perſon 
is intire and wanting nothing, If the evil 


is from above, ſubmiſſion becomes a duty; 
it from men, only ſpirit and courage are re- 
quiſite, and we ſhould ceaſe to reſent from 
one whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for where- 
in is he to be accounted of? r Beſides no 
affliction cometh forth of the duſt: tis as na- 
tural to man, as the ſparks to fly upward: 
a certain conſtant inheritance tranſmitted 
from parents to children; 'tis therefore the 


common lot of mankind, and would ſhow 


too great a concern and exceſſive ſelf love 
to imagine our condition more miſerable, 


or that we deſerve better than our fellow 
creatures. Thus the folly of man pervert- 
eth his way, he thinks himſelf often inno- 


cent, and that he. ſuffers with the guilty ; 


that he has deſerts, but is unfortunate; he 
grows by degrees in love with melancholy, 


| * Afpollonius Stoicus hoc Amoninum docuit, ut agnoſcit lib. 1. 
Eur. 1 Quantilli ille reputatur. Gro. 


and 


the Uniwerſity of Oxford, ' 7 
and at laft finds a ſecret complacency and 
ſatisfaction in what ought to be his ſhame. 
Should we ſuppoſe only the enjoyment of 
life, that's ſo great a bleſſing and beſtow d 
for ſuch noble purpoſes as ought to cut off 
all complaint, paſſion, and diſcontent. 'Tis 
what is a kin to, what proceeded from the 
breath of the Almighty, what's more valua- 
ble than all the other parts of the Creation, 
and what ſnould be drawn out in the per- 
formance of our duty, and the ſervice of our 
God. Grant but life, and eaſe or indigence 
depend upon opinion; and wealth and ho- 
nour and glory, thoſe images which the 
world ſets up, have no more pleaſure than 
a perſon is pleas d to give them. What's ex- 
ternal may indeed offer matter, but tis the 
underſtanding and mind which gives the 
turn and form, and makes an happy or un- 
happy condition. If a concurrence of every 
thing good is requiſite to happineſs, there's 
no ſuch thing as happineſs in this world: 
nature and reaſon declare for the contrary : 
Et nunquam naturam mos vinceret,* (ſays the 
Roman Orator) ſed nos umbry, deliciu, otio, 
languore , defidia , animum infecimus; opinio- 
nibus, maloque more delinitum mollivimus. 
Grant but life, and theres room for faith, 
and hope, and application to a Being of in- 
finite mercy, for reflection on time paſt, and 
ſelf condemnation for ſin and folly. What 
the Apoſtle declares of Temptations, is true 


 * Tuſc, Quæſt. 


of 
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of all the various accidents and ſeeming 


chances of life, God will not ſuffer any to 
be tempted above what they are able, but 


will with the temptation alſo make a way 


to eſcape. 1 7 
But laſtly when the puniſhment is inflict- 
ed too for iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, 
what room then remains for murmuring, 
diſquiet, and complaint? The Apoſtle in 
this caſe will not allow a patient ſubmiſſion 
any praiſe or commendation; for if ye be 
afflicted for your faults and take it patient- 
ly, what thank have ye? Tis only being 
dealt with as malefactors, only being dealt 
with according to your deſerts, only receiv- 
ing the due reward of your deeds. Though 
all moral evil is from our ſelves, and the 
fruit of our own actions, yet the evil of pu- 
niſhment, (and that's what moſt Expoſitors 
underſtand by theſe words of the Prophet; 
in, for the puniſhment of ſm) is a volun- 
tary act of the Almighty ; who cannot be- 
Hold the leaſt iniquity without indignation, 
who will not permit any violation of his 
law to go unpuniſhd. The firſt of theſe 
commonly draws puniſhment after it as a 
_ neceſſary and natural effect; eſpecially ſuch 
{ins as are of ſo deep a dye, ſo malignant a 
nature, wherein one ſingle act is equivalent 
to an habit. And the latter are commonly 
inflicted by Heaven in ſuch a viſible man- 
ner, as that a ſtander by as well as the ſuf- 
terer perceives the near relation they bear 
to 


the Univerſity of Oxford. 9 
to each other: and the ſame arrow of the 
Almighty at once wounds for tranſgreſſion 
and points out the fin. The firſt of theſe, 
moral evil, has ever man for it's cauſe and 
origin, and is never owing to any poſitive 
act of the Almighty, but by his permiſſion 
only, privatively, by withdrawing his di- 
vine Grace and aſſiſtance. He continues wiſe 
and pure, but ſuffers the Hypocrite and 
Atheous prieſt to tread his ſacred courts, 
and miniſter about his Altar, handling holy 
things, pray ing and vowing. And when un- 
nurtur d fouls have err'd ſo far, as that the 
light of nature is quench'd, and they are 
fetter d with the bonds of night, they are 
too exiled from the eternal Providence, and 
the ſpirit of the Lord, wearied with their ini- 
quities withdraws his preſence from among 
them as from Saul, and they receive that re- 
compence of their error that is meet. Nor 
does that argument urg d by ſome from Pela- 
gius, That that which is a ſin, and carries it's 
own puniſhment along with it, (and all pu- 
niſhments are juſt and from God) at all prove 
that unrighteouſneſs is in him, and he the au- 
thor of fin: for tho the moſt vicious perſon 
in tranſgreſſing the law, lives, moves, and 
has his being in God, yet the determination 
and choice is his own: he gives himſelf up 

to fin: he departs voluntarily from the living 
God: he is drawn away by the deceitfulneſs 
of fin and his own luſts and paſſions: there's 
no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning wo 
- B the 
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the Almighty, he cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man, 
An infinitely wiſe Being governs, and tho 
1 there 1s ſuch a prevalency of moral Evil in 
x the world, yet things are not tyed down to a 
fatal neceſlity : nor does the Preſcience of 
God overrule the powers and faculties of free 
Agents: all the Evil ſprings from the abuſe 
of powers and inclinations which are in them- 
ſelves indifferent. The Objections which 
Deiſts and the Enemies of Religion have 
always urged, from the deluge of wickedneſs 
which covers the earth, have been owing to 
a want of reflection, That as creation and a 
communication of being was the effect of 
the divine Pleaſure, ſo ſuch a particular per- 
fection, and order, and underſtanding, and 
faculties, and liberty in the ſcale of Exiſtence 
and Being, were aſſign d to man. He has 
taken of the tree of knowledge, can diſcern 
good and evil, perform what's right, may 
take of the tree of life if he pleaſes, be pure 
as Grace can make him, and perfect as his 
Father which is in heaven is perfect. Tis 
ſufficient to ſhow that the ways of God are 
equal if he deals with Beings agreeable to 
their capacities and nature: and that from 
the creation, and by the laws then eſtabliſn d 
to the conſummation of all things, he has 
ſo ordain d, that innocence and reward ſnould 
meet together, and the practice of Vertue 
neceſſarily carry happineſs along with it. 
And whoever finds fault with the compo- 
ſition 
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fition of the leſſer world intellectual or mo- 
ral, and the frame of Man, equally arraigns 
infinite Wiſdom, is alike aſſuming & impious, 
as he who affirmed, That had he been pre- 
ſent when the foundations of the Earth were 
laid, and the Morning Stars (or Angels) ſang 
together, he would have done what hes 
Sons of God durſt not attempt, have aſſiſted 
and given advice how the Mechaniſm of the 
natural and greater World ſhould have been 
more regular and exact. Judge then between 
the Almighty and hu vineyard, what he could 
have done more for it, that he has not done in it; 
yet when he looked it ſhould bring forth grapes, 
it brought forth wild grapes, 

But Secondly and more particularly; Not 
to inſiſt on, that mankind draw evil upon 
themſelves, by neglecting the deſign and 
motives which the laws of Heaven declare 
and preſs on them; the abule of liberty firſt 
was, and ſtill is the cauſe of fin, evil, and 
puniſhment. And vice and debauchery as 
well as vertue are in the eſſential differences 
of things, and naturally tend to render men 
miſerable. 5 5 
Fear proceeds from guilt, and from thence 
an apprehenſion of puniſhment: thus when 
the vile offering of Cain procured a curſe in- 
ſtead of a bleſſing, and he was wroth with 
God for giving the preference to his younger 
brother, not having reſpect to his offering, 
and caſting a public k diſgrace on him, The 
Lord ſaid unto him, why art thou wroth, and 
N 758 why 


Works Fol. p. 664. Arg. the 3d. 
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why i thyCountenance fallen, If thou doeſt well, 
or ill, tis from thy ſelf, /n lyeth at the door, 
and 'twas in thy power to admit or to ex- 
clude, to have brought an acceptable offer- 
ing, as well as of that which was an abomi- 
nation: cn tay oN ego yrunc, N Is pun 


| His, nuaprs ; recte autem non dividas, is the 


Septuagint Tranſlation : and agreeable to this 


were the 09s wen © Joo; of Cebes, the Auapna 


C9 pay of Antoninus, and the notions of the 


Heathen Moraliſts. If then the Almighty 


created man to be immortal, and he has this 


glorious liberty; if the ſtrict Juſtice of God 


obliges him to ſet a viſible mark on the 
tranſgreſſor, and ſuch a mark by which all 


ſhall know the crime and fear to commit the 


like; if the earth was firſt ſtain d by mur- 
der before it receiv'd the curſe of God: if 


through fooliſh devices, the worſhiping ſer- 


pents void of reaſon, and vile beaſts, a mul- 


titude of unreaſonable beaſts are ſent for 
vengeance; if the rivers of Egypt are turn d 


into blood for ſhedding that of the infants; 
if the waters which ſtood on an heap were 
cloſed on the perſecutors, who thought the 
Iſraelites might there have met their fate; 
and if thoſe little fires and luſts of Sodom and 
Gomorrah were put out and extinguiſh'd by 
a greater from the Almighty out of Heaven ; 
it thoſe who did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge were given over to a 


* See A. Bp Bramhall Vind, of true Liberty, againſt Hobby, 


reprobate 
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reprobate mind, void of judgment; if pride, 
the abuſe of power, and becoming as the 
moſt High, in the greateſt created Beings, has 
been ſmote with leproſy, eaten up of worms, 
caft down under chains and darkneſs to bot- 
tomleſs perdition ; if a Nation or people 
through avarice, bribery, debanchery, and 
a general Infatuation, ſinneth againſt the Al- 
mighty by treſpaſſing grievouſly, and there- 
by becomes poor, contemptible, is made a 
ſign and a proverb, and receives a blow al- 
moſt as fatal as that deſign d on This day; if 
the directing a man's Courſe of ſtudies by 
fancy and not by judgment, is attended with 
ignorance, formality, and at laſt becomes 
the ſubject of ridicule; if laſtly, a mans 
wickedneſs comes on his own head, and he 
that perſueth evil perſueth it to his own 
death; if men are polluted in their own gifts, 
and wherewithal a man fmneth, by the ſame alſo 
# he puniſh d; Wherefore doth a living man com- 
plain, a man for hs jm? Righteous are thy 
judgements; wile, juſt, and holy are thy 
ways thou King of Saints! In thy wrath 
thou thinkeſt on mercy, thou ſpareſt when 
men deſerve puniſhment, for they are thine 
thou lover of Souls = 
And this mild behaviour, this divine love, 
this darling attribute, Mercy, when the Al- 
mighty viſits for fin, is Another reaſon why 
_ thoſe who ſuffer ſhould not complain” 
Let the chaſtiſement be ordinary or ex- 
traordinary, and tho for the preſent tis not 
6 joyous 


i 
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joyous but grievous, yet if it works peace 
to thoſe who are exerciſed thereby, thanks 
are due to Heaven for it, The Almighty 
deals with ſuch as with ſons, brings them to 
a tryal of their ways, a ſearch of their for- 
mer life and actions, and a thorough refor- 


mation. When ſuch judgments are in the 
earth the tranſgreſſors will renew their vows 


and ſacramental Obligations; the power of 
the Almighty will then be acknowledged; 
his juſtice adored ; their confeſſion and re- 
pentance will be fincere; they will humble 
themſelves under the correction, and learn 
righteouſneſs. Thro the obſcure air which 
incompaſſes their trouble and diſtreſs, they 


will better diſcern their Maker, than in the 


light of worldly glory ; and by this ſevere 


treatment plainly perceive that the ſtream 
of bleſſings or afflictions flows in upon man- 
kind, or is revers d and turn d another way, 
according as they ſeek the kingdom of hea- 
ven, or depart from the living God. The 


end of puniſhments is juſt and good, and the 
uſe made of them ſhould be ſuch. Men are 
troubled thus, that they may not be really 
diſtreſs d; perplex d, that they may not at 
laſt deſpair; perſecuted, that they may not 
be forſaken; and caſt down to prevent de- 
ſtruction; made ſorrowful and ſtript of all 
things, that they may, like holy Fob, be bleſ- 
ſed in their latter end, and be ſtrengthen d 
with all might, unto all patience and long 
ſuffering with joyfulneſs. If they are bound 
in 
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in fetters and holden in cords of affliction, 
then the Almighty ſheweth them their work 
and their an o he openeth their ear 
to diſcipline, and commandeth that they re- 
turn from iniquity. 
In ſhort then, if vent is given and any 


complaints are ſhown, let it be for that which 


1s chiefly to be lamented, principally to be 
regain d, the loſs of innocence, and the fa- 
vour of heaven. When the preſſing guilt lies 
heavy on the mind and ſoul, and affliction 
in its various ſhapes incompaſſes the offen- 
der, let not fortune or ill ſtars be curſed, as 
if chance ruled the world; but let the blame 
reſt where it ought, on the ignorance, the 
folly, the miſmanagement of the ſinner. Let 
not the inveterate malice of this man be ac- 
cus'd, or that efteem'd an implacable adyer- 
ſary; but on the contrary, let the offender 
act humbly with his God, that the fury of 

the one may be reſtrain'd, and the other 
made to be at peace with him. Let him 
change his vain imaginations, put on an ho- 
ly reſolution with the Prodigal, to ariſe and 
go to his father, who is ever ready to receive 
him with the greateſt compaſſion, tranſport, 
and joy; who will command the fatted calf 
to be killd, the beſt robes and ring to be 
put on, the muſick and feaſting to be pre- 
par dd, the ſober, angry brother with the moſt 
indearing expreſſions ſhall be pacify d, and 


rejoicing made over the repenting offender. 


Vide D. Chryſoſt. in hanc Parab. 
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In fine, let him cleanſe his hands, purify 
his heart, let him reſolye on amendment, 
Let him ſearch and try his ways, and turn again 
wnto the Lord, This was the Second thing I 
propoſed to conſider, 
II. The advice of the Prophet, By a re- 
ligious ſearch and trial of our ways to break 
off from ſin by a reformation and amend- 


ment, as more acceptable to God, more be- 


coming man, than complaints. 

Without a due reflection upon, and know- 
ledge of their paſt life and actions, men can- 
not abhor them in that manner their pro- 
per rule, the Scripture, requires; they can- 
not correct thoſe cuſtoms and habits, which 
they have contracted, of doing evil; they 


cannot eſtabliſh a peace between their con- 


| ſcience and their God. To which end tis, 
and to arrive at which happy ftate, that 
mankind are injoin d to make this trial. The 
| righteouſneſs of God cannot give way, and 
men mult perform the conditions on their 
part, if they expect the evils, the cauſes of 
their complaints ſhould be remov'd. Or 
ſhould that impoſſibility be ſuppoſed, that 
the juſtice of God would admit it, yet the 
nature of things cannot ſo be changed, as 
that thoſe who have not cleans'd their hands, 
who are double minded, who have not fol- 
lowed peace and holineſs, who are not pure 
in heart, who cannot ceaſe from fin, {ſhould 
| fee God, or behold that glory d xg 
«gon Oh, as a learned Father * calls it, 
|  . * Clem. Alex, _ with 
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with which he 1s arrayd, as with a * 
As vice carries puniſhment with it, ſo vertue 


too and religion is its own reward. Death 
is the puniſhment of ſin, ſin is the death of 


the ſoul; and our redemption from it by a 


God incarnate, muſt be begun by a principle 


of new life; by a conformity to the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, by being dead to ſin and 


alive to God, chat the ſpirit may be life be- 
cauſe of righteouſneſs. 

This whole life was defign'd as a ſtate of 
Trial and probation, and the right conduct 
of it can alone give freedom from diſquiet, 
pain, and complaint, and a joyful proſpect 
beyond the grave. All other purſuits for- 


reign to this religious government, afford 


not any ſolid ſatisfaction: the luſts of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 
life, end in vanity ; and in the judgment of 
him, who withheld not himſelf from any 
good, who knew madneſs as well as wiſdom, 
and who at laſt ſat down ſeriouſly and caſt 
up the whole account, not deducting ſtudy 
and knowledge, are only increaſe of ſorrow 


and vexation of ſpirit, The Soul has no 


other center or place of reſt, but the ſupreme 
Spirit to which tis a kin; and if guilty and 


ſeparated, like the Dove when gone off 


from the Ark finds eaſe only by a return. 
There's a fortreſs againft all diſtreſs, which 
preyents all complaints. The relyance 1s on 
the Almighty, the ſuperior powers and fa- 
culties govern, all otherwiſe unruly paſſions 
are 


edn 
* 
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are hnſh'd and laid aſleep, and the law of 
God is ſo fix d in the heart, that there's no 
offence with the tongue, and the footſteps 
{lip not. The heart and affections which 
are the fountain, are clean, pure, and holy, 
and the outward actions as the ſtreams muſt 
be ſuch, honeſt, juſt, and upright. By a cloſe 
communion with the Almighty the puniſh- 
ment of fin 1s remoy d, and the temporal ad- 
vantages of Religion, as well as ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings, conferr'd in it's room. In the Lord is 
ſuch a mans truſt all the day long, and at night 
he cloſes his eyes with this aſſurance, that he 
hall riſe again, for the Lord ſuſtains him; 
that he ſhall open his eyes again with the 
light, or elſe awake in an eternal day. 
Let us reflect briefly on the qualifications 
this Trial of our ways ought to be accom- 
panied with, to render it acceptable to the 
Almighty. . 
1ſt, It ought to be with Sincerity. 
2aly, It ſhould be accompanied with Faith. 
3aly, It ought to be an early Search or Trial. 
The Firſt of thele is neceſſary in order to 
be juſtified before God, and to our acce- 
ptance; and however ſome perſons may have 
affirm'd the contrary thro heat, zeal, in- 
tereſt, an imperfect underſtanding, and a re- 
ligious wantonneſs; and talked of being n- 
cerely wicked, of ſincerity in Infidelity, of Ma- 
thematical * Equations upon ſincerity, and the 


een. 


1 See what Dean Hare calls Script. vindicated from the Wer" 
interp. of the Bp of Bangor. Printed Lond. 17 21. 
like; 


\ 
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like; yet every one will find, that his title 
to God's favqur, cannot depend upon his 
actual being or continuing in any particular 
method, but upon his real ſincerity in the 
conduct of his Conſcience, and of his own 
actions under it: ever uſing all proper me- 
thods to be rightly inform d, ever acting ac- 
cording to the beſt of his judgment. 

This thoſe great Lights, who firſt threw 
off Idolatrous worſhip, and that inſupport- 
able burden of errors and trumpery of a cor- 
rupt Church, made the Corner Stone of their 
Building, and of the Reformation: and tho 
twas not then, as of late, drawn out into a 


_ aiſtintt Controverſy, yet it run thro and was 
maintain d in all they wrote, or has been 


written by their learned Succeſſors. This 
was what was then available to render the 
body, the Church, pure and reform'd; and 


this too is what muſt render the particular 


Members of it, by a religious Search, con- 
formable to the will and likeneſs of their 
Maker. ls Pe 

The heady and high minded will ever be 
wiſe above what is written, different notions 


of the Metaphyſical nature of Chriſt, and 


the holy Spirit, may and will be fram d, and 
the words Heretick, Schiſmatick, and Orthodox 
thrown from one to another, and claim d 
till our Saviours ſecond Coming; but if 
there's this Qualification, the perſon then 


moves upon firm ground in his Chriſtian 


Courſe, and the favour of God, who ſearch- 
© 2 6 
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eth the heart will ever follow it. Let a man 
lay before him that infallible rule of action, 
and judge of all controverſy, the Scripture, 
and ſubmit to it. Whatever elſe men believe 
(ſays the unanſwerable * Mr Chillingworth) 
beſides it, and the plain irrefragable, in- 
dubitable conſequences of it, well may they 
hold it as a matter of opinion, but not as 
matter of Faith and Religion: neither can 
they with coherence to their own grounds, 
believe it themſelves, nor require the belief 
of it from others, without moſt high and 
ſchiſmatical preſumption. For after a long 
Trial, and impartial Search of the true way 
to Happineſs, I cannot ( ſays that learned 
Perſon) find any reſt but upon Ths Rock 
only. There are Councils againſt: Councils , 
fome Fathers againſt others, the ſame Fathers 
againſt themſelves, a Conſent of Fathers of one 
age againſt a Conſent of Fathers of another age, 
the Church of one age againſt the Church of an- 
other age: no Tradition but the Scripture can 
derive it ſelf from the Fountain, but may be 
plainly proved, either to have been brought 

in, in ſuch an age after Chriſt, or that in ſuch 

an age it was not in. The Scripture is the 
ſufficient certainty, for a conſidering man 
to build upon; believe that, endeavour to 
find the true ſenſe of it, live according to it; 


— 


— 


* See the paſſage at large, in his Safe Way. I See Artic, 6th 
with Bp Burnet's learned Exp. what an inſpired book is: what 
Scripture : the Canon and Catalogue of books univerſally re- 

ceiv d as ſuch, through every Century, till fixed. 2 
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no demonſtration can be ſtronger than this, 
God hath ſaid it, therefore tis true. "Tis 
the only means to ſuppreſs Hereſy; for tis 
the preſumptuous impoſing of the ſenſes of 
men upon the words of God,and laying them 
upon men under equal penalty of Death and 
Damnation: the Deifying our own inter- 
pretations; that is, and hath been, the foun- 
rain of all the Schiſms in the Church, which 
makes them immortal, what tears into pieces 
the members of Chriſt, ridente Turcd, nec do- 
lente Fudæo. Take away this perſecuting, 
burning, curſing, and damning of men, for 
not ſubmiting to the words of men as the 
words of God: let thoſe leave claiming In- 
fallibility who have no title to it: in a word, 
take away Tyranny, and as the rivers when 
they have free paſſage run all into the Ocean, 
ſo it may be hoped Chriſtendom will be re- 
duced to Truth and Unity. 5 
2240, This ſearch, this trial, this return- 
ing into the right way, ſhould be accompa- 


nied with Faith. 


Without a right and ſteady Faith, there 
never will be a right Practice, or an endea- 
vour to procure the favour of Him who has 


ſatisfied for fin, and who mediates between 


God and man: For he that cometh to the Al. 
mighty muſt believe that he u, and that he us a 
rewarder of thoſe who diligently ſeek him: and 
to do the will of God, us to believe on Him whom 
he hath ſent. "Tis the victory which over- 
cometh the world; tis what removes all the 

mountains 
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mountains and difficulties which men meet 
with in religion: and for want of it, as the 
Son of God could not do many mighty 
works, ſo the ſon of man will never make 
any conkderable progreſs in his Duty. 
Where there 1s not a defect as to this 
Grace, the glories of another world will be 
ever in view: the only means under Heaven 
given whereby we mult be ſaved, and with- 
out which 'tis impoſſible to pleaſe our Ma- 
ker, will be laid hold on; and all the pains 
and labours which can be undergone in this 
life will be accounted as nothing, when com- 
par d with what ſhall be reveal d. Twas by 
Thu the noble Army of Martyrs, mention d 
by the Apoſtle, ftopd the mouths of lyons, 
quench'd the violence of fire, wax d ſtrong, 
and wrought righteouſneſs: and by This too 
twas, that the Apoſtle himſelf, tho caught 
up into heaven, was throughly converted, 
turnd to the Lord, with all his might, and 
went ſtraight and upright i in all the parts of 
his duty. We have the ſame Light ſhining 
around us from heaven which he had, and 
tho it may not ſtrike. and affect us in the 
ſame manner as it did him, yet tis ſufficient 
to raiſe us to newneſs of life. | 
That every Sceptick ſhould have one ſent 
to him from the dead with a teſtimony, and 
that a continued ſeries of miracles ſhould be 


wrought by a reſurrection from the dead 


to conyince us of the truth of our own, is 
not neceſſary, Faith is the Evidence of 
8 things 
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things not ſeen, an inviſible ſpring able to - 
move the whole Moral world. A holy zeal. 
and reſolution will follow it, and no vain 
imagination of being wiſer than all before 
us, no pretences to Reaſon, Free-thinking, 
Independency, with a little, low, prophane 
wit, ridicule and blaſphemy, will be able to 
ſhake, indanger or remove it. If we believe 
God hath ſent his Son, who is not as thoſe 
which by nature are no Gods, as a conſequence 
of this, neither tribulation or diftreſs, life 
or death, things preſent or to come, will be 
able to ſeparate us, and prevent a trial of 
our way; or make men act as if they were 
born at all adventure, and ſhould be here- 
after, as tho they had never been. 

Laſtly, It ought to be an early Search and 
8 and not put off to the laſt ſcene of 

8 5 5 
Without Repentance the end of Chriſt's 
coming into the world is made void, and his 
doctrine and ſufferings of none effect. Re- 
velation has made it a term of acceptance, 
and natural religion and reaſon join in it, 
and declare the ſame: To day if ye will hear 
by voice harden not your hearts: now is the ac- 
cepted time, now is the day of ſalvation: make 
no delay to turn unto the Lord, and put not off 
from day to day, ſay not I have ſinn d, and what 
harm hath happend: they that ſee me early 
ſhall find me, is a voice which comes to us 
from Heaven. And obſervation and expe- 
rience inform us, that no man knows what 
a 
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a day may bring forth. He who purpoſes 
to ſet about living aright to morrow, lays 


the ſame ſcheme as the fool upon eternal 


record, who reſolved to pull down his Barnes, 
and build greater, and there to beſtow his 
goods: which was taking eternity, and the 


_ greateſt weakneſs, he having no ſecurity of 
a natural life. For time and life like light- 


ning burſt into being and periſh at once. 
The preſent is the only time we can call our 
own, what we poſſeſs, and wherein to com- 
pleat this important work. There's no po- 


fitive promiſe but to holineſs, that was the 


deſign of the firſt Advent of the Son of God; 


and at his /econd, he will render to every one 


according to hy Works: And for this Chri- 


ſtian Sacrifice, he expects we ſhould bring 


the Firſt Fruits, not the dregs of life: I ye 
offer the blind for ſacrifice, is it not evil? and if 


ye offer the lame and jick, is it not evil? Offer it 
nom unto thy Governour, will he be pleaſed with 


thee, or accept thy. perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts? 

But granting a ſhort ſpace in the evening 
of life, yet faint Reſolutions and ſorrow 
which are weak, and low, and dying as the 
man himſelf, will not meet with pardon. 
Diſeaſes then are doing execution; pain and 


anguiſh make the duty impoſlible ; the fa- 
culties of the mind as well as body are out 


of order and diſabled; and to nauſeate and 
be fick at looking back on a ſurfeit of fin 


and debauchery, cannot be call'd a death to 


ſin, a ſaying repentance. A multiplicity of 
evil 
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evil acts have produced habits which are a 
ſecond nature, the divine Grace has been re- 
ſiſted, the Spirit grievd, the mind ſeared, 
and the Xthiopian may as ſoon change his 
skin, and the leopard his ſpots, as he act well. 


His guilt like a dead weight depreſſes him, | 


that he cannot turn again, neither takes he 
hold of the paths of life. He alone that bear- 
eth forth good ſeed ſhall at laſt return with joy, 
and reap what he has ſown. 

The foundation whereon the delay of this 


duty of Trial and turning to the Lord is 
raiſed, is laid only on ſand: for though the 


goodneſs of God be infinite, what has man 
to do with uncovenanted mercy,* and going 


to heaven his own way? He hath ſhown us 
what is good, the way, the truth, and the life, 


and not to walk in it, not to love 1t, not to 


be guided by it, not to believe in it, and yet 
expect to find reſt to our ſouls, is not Hope 


bat Preſumption. 

Io urge the example of the Malefactor 
executed on the Croſs, is to ſuppoſe impoſſi- 
bilities, and what can never be the condi- 


tion of another perſon. For the confeſſion 


of his Faith which indear'd him to his ſuf- 
fering dying God and Saviour, was made 


publickly, when all the Diſciples had for- 
ſaken him and were fled; when denied, be- 
trayed, hated, deſpiied, mock d, and reviled 


by all around him; when cover d with con- 


5 


5 
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fuſion ; and when the Divinity too was in 
ſome meaſure withdrawn. This might well 


attone for the fingle act againſt the then 
Government, for which he ſuffer d, and in 


other reſpects tis thougit by many, he was 
able to plead not guilty. . 


O | 


Thoſe who enter d upon buſineſs at the 
eleventh hour, could give for excuſe for 
their idleneſs that they were not till then 
hir'd : their fellow labourers, we find, were 
ſurpriſed as well as diſpleaſed with the equa- 


lity of the reward. 'Twas certainly a free 


gift, more of grace than debt: and what 


more diſplay d the generoſity and good na- 


ture, than the juſtice of the Lord of the 
vineyard. FC Sa 

Since then to return to the Almighty, 1s 
what cannot be done alike at any time, and 


delays render it more difficult, dangerous, 
and at laſt impoſlible, tis of the greateſt con- 


cern not to make this holy Reſolution and 
repentance a winter voyage, but to attend 


to the inſtruction of One, who was wiſer 


than all before him, or that ſhall come after. 


Truſt in the Lord with all/thine heart, and ho- 
nour him with the firſt of thine increaſe: Remem- 


ber thy Creator in the days of youth, before the 
keepers of the houſe tremble, and the ſtrong men 
bow themſelves, before defire ſhall ceaſe, and the 


ſun, the light, the moon and the ftars be darken d, 


while the evil days come not, before the day of 
life declines, and the ſoadows of the evening are 


Thus 


in the language of infinite Wiſdom, tis to 
have our loins girt, our lamps burning, and our 
: ſelves as men who wait for their Lord. Thus to 


be imployd is our duty, our intereſt, and 


our glory: the performance of it is of abſo- 
lute neceſſity, as ſubſervient to call down 
bleſſings, to make the Almighty jealous for 
the land, and to pity his People; to make 


him ſend proſperity like light after darkneſs, 


as the morning after a night of adverſity; 
and to ſhine upon our Tabernacles as in the 
beginning. In ſhort, thus to be imploy d, is 
a means to avoid all the diſquiets of this mo- 


mentany life, and to enjoy a continuance of - 


all thoſe bleſſings. And we may ſecurely ex- 
pect, that the ſame Almighty arm, which 


at This time wrought ſuch a glorious and im- 


O 


mortal Deliverance of our Church and Nation, 
from Popery, ſlavery, and a diſpenſing, ab- 
| ſolute, illegal, and arbitrary Power, will ſhow 


himſelf, from one generation to another, 


Our ſtrength, our fron) rock, our Saviour, our God, 
and our might, our buckler, the horn alſo of our 


Salvation, and our refuge, 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love 
of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 


be with us all evermore. 


SIS 


the Univer/ity of Oxford. 27 
Thus to be imploy d is the way to improve 
our time and ſtudies to the wiſeſt purpoſes: - 
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26 A Sermon preach'd before 
fuſion ; and when the Divinity too was in 
ſome meaſure withdrawn. This might well 
attone for the fingle a& againſt the then 
Government, for which he ſuffer d, and in 
other reſpects tis thought by many, he was 
able to plead not guilty. 5 

Thoſe who enter d upon buſineſs at the 
eleventh hour, could give for excuſe for 
their idleneſs that they were not till then 
hir'd: their fellow labourers, we find, were 
ſurpriſed as well as diſpleaſed with the equa- 
lity of the reward. 'Twas certainly a free 
gift, more of grace than debt: and what 
more diſplay d the generofity and good na- 
ture, than the juſtice of the Lord of the 
vineyard. ES F 

Since then to return to the Almighty, is 
what cannot be done alike at any time, and 
delays render it more difficult, dangerous, 
and at laſt impoſſible, tis of the greateſt con- 
cern not to make this holy Reſolution and 
repentance a winter voyage, but to attend 
to the inſtruction of One, who was wiſer 
than all before him, or that ſhall come after. 
Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and ho- 
nour him with the firſt of thine increaſe: Remem- 
ber thy Creator in the days of youth, before the 
keepers of the houſe tremble, and the ſtrong men 
bow themſelves, before deſire ſhall ceaſe, and the 
Jun, the light, the moon and the ſtars be darken'd, 


while the evil days come not, before the day of | 


life declines, and the ſhadows of the evening are 
ſtretched out, N 
g Thus 


the Univer/ity of Oxford. 27 


Thus to be imploy d is the way to improve 


our time and ſtudies to the wiſeſt purpoſes: 


in the language of infinite Wiſdom, tig to 
have our loins girt, our lamps burning, and our 
ſelves as men who wait for their Lord. Thus to 
be imployd is our duty, our intereſt, and 
our glory: the performance of it is of abſo- 
lute neceſſity, as ſubſer vient to call down 


bleſſings, to make the Almighty jealous for 


the land, and to pity his People; to make 
him ſend proſperity like light after darkneſs, 
as the morning after a night of adverſity; 
and to ſhine upon our Tabernacles as in the 
beginning. In ſhort, thus to be imploy d, is 
a means to avoid all the diſquiets of this mo- 
mentany life, and to enjoy a continuance of 
all thoſe bleſſings. And we may ſecurely ex- 
pect, that the ſame Almighty arm, which 


at This time wrought ſuch a glorious and im- 
mortal Deliverance of our Church and Nation, 


from Popery, ſlavery, and a diſpenſing, ab- 
ſolute, illegal, and arbitrary Power, will ſhow 
himſelf, from one generation to another, 
Our ſtrength, our ſtony rock, our Saviour, our God, 
and our might, our A the horn alſo of our 
Salvation, and our refuge. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love 
of God, and the 22 of the Holy Ghoſt, 


be with us all evermore. 
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N Exhortation to the Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles. 


The Sum of ſeveral Diſcourſes for the Eaſe 
and Pleaſure of the Chriſtian Life. Deliver d 
at Hartlebury in Worceſterſhire. 


The Duty of Praifing God for publick Be- 
nefits: a Sermon at St Martins, Oxon, for the 
Suppreſſion of the Rebellion, 1716. By Rob. 
Pearſe, M. A. Sold by Steph. Fietcher Book- 
ſeller in Oxford. 


